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14th Annual Drive Against Drugs Another
Success!

The 14th Annual Robert E. Rich Memorial Drive Against Drugs Golf
Tournament was held on Monday, August 6 at the beautiful Orchard
Park Country Club.
Over 34 businesses supported the tournament with 132 golfers
from all over the community competing in a scramble format on a
sweltering summer day. Golfers enjoyed a delicious lunch cooked by
Orchard Park Country Club chefs before play started and enjoyed
an amazing dinner and dessert in the cool clubhouse following their round of golf.
According to the golfers, it was the best tournament they had been to all summer! The
event was a successful tournament raising more than $16,000 in net revenue for the WNY
United Against Drug & Alcohol Abuse Foundation. The golfers donated over $6,500 of the
revenue, in raffles, contests on the course, 50/50, and silent auctions which included Buffalo
Bills and Sabres paraphernalia, tickets and items donated by various local businesses. All
proceeds from the tournament go toward supporting agency programming.
T he first place winning team was comprised of Don Burch, Mike Anazlone, Mark Morlock,
and Owen Williams with a score of 57. It was a tight win against the team of Bruce Oliver,
Brian Martin, Peter Hart, and Urmas Lupkin, also with a score of 57 that had to be decided
as a match of cards. The “Most Honest” team this year was the team comprised of Carolos
Cacador, Kathy Zika, Joan Stockman and Nuno Ramos. The longest drive was won by
Stephen Rich and the Closest to the Pin went to Bruce Oliver at 10 inches.
New this year, there was an air cannon golf ball launcher brought to us by Epic Auction
and Events! Each golfer could shoot the launcher for a chance at the closest to pin on hole
#11 and Jack Gray won at 5’ 7”. Jack won an autographed US Open Flag from Brooks
Koepka.
Thank you to Consumer’s Beverages for setting up on hole #5 and providing our golfers
with cold refreshing beverages!

Faith Community Event

Follow us: @wny_united
Like us: facebook.com/
WNYUnited

The tournament could not be held without the generosity and support of the sponsors or the
hard work of the golf committee. Thank you to co-chairs John Lunn & Bob Gauchat and the
rest of the committee; Urmas Lupkin, Steve Barber, Alvino Battistoni, Mike Klima, Jim Mize,
Jay Rich, Dan Sarzynski, and Kate Chudoba. Also a thank you to the volunteers who came
out and helped make the tournament a success!
A special thank you goes out to our gold sponsors Greene & Associates (for their 8 straight
years of support as the gold sponsor) and John Lunn and Associates.
See page two for list of all our sponsors.
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DAD Sponsors
GOLD SPONOSORS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Gerry Pullano, Chairman
Andrew Neyman, Treasurer
Denise Fulkerson, Secretary
Steve Barber
Brian Chella
Patrick Fitzgerald
Otis Glover
Ty Holt
Sheriff Timothy Howard
Carrie Meyer
Mary Ellen Mulvey
Daniel Sarzynski
Melinda Rich, Chairperson Emeritus
Robert E. Rich, Jr., Chairperson Emeritus
Robert E. Rich, III, Emeritus

Click here for all the Red Ribbon information.
SILVER SPONSORS
Rich Products

TEE SPONSORS
County Line Stone
Courier Capital
RP Oak Hill Building Company
MLP Plumbing & Mechanical Inc.
Palo Alto Networks
Pallet Services
Fashano Leadership Group
Specific Solutions, Inc.
Koehler-Gibson Marking & Graphics

BRONZE SPONSORS
Bison Bag
Buffalo Sabres
Chiampou Travis Besaw & Kershner
Empire Erectors
Erin Burch Nutrition
Phillips Lytle, LLP
Rupp Baase Pfalzgraf
Sgroi Financial

Calling all Artists and Poets in grades K - 12! Participate by
creating an original piece of artwork or poetry showcasing
your healthy choice!

BEVERAGE CART SPONSOR
James Desiderio Inc.
CONTEST SPONSORS
George’s Hot Dog Stand
Fell & Szmania Painting Co.
Skyzone

New Age groups this year: K-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12. Prizes
awarded for first, second and third place. All submissions
must be post marked by November 7, 2018 .
All winning artwork and poetry will be displayed at the Festival of Lights at the Hamburg Fairgrounds.
Get all the details and entry submission form here!

GOLF CART SPONSOR
West Herr Automotive Group
LUNCH SPONSOR
Lehigh Construction
DINNER SPONSOR
Chiampou Travis Besaw & Kershner
Uniland Development Corp

STAFF
Beth Anzalone, CPP, Executive Director
Tammy Bennett, CPP, Program Director
Sue Boyle
Lori Brown
Donald Burch
Lisa Burgess
Jenna Cavallaro
Kate Chudoba
Ryan Hart
Amanda Heftka
Sarah Holsopple, CPP
Julie Kilmer
Kyla Krathaus
Tiffany McCormick
Joe Olgin
Hannah Rich
Allie Rosen
Julie Schaefer
Timothy Smykowski, CPP
Samantha Zappala, CPP

October is Substance Abuse Awareness Month and every year we celebrate National Red Ribbon Week.
October 23-31 is the most visible time of year for substance abuse prevention efforts. We invite you to join
us!
This year we will again be holding our coloring pledge activity and a photo contest. All entries will receive a
free ticket to the Red Ribbon Bisons Game this spring on May 29th.
Take the pledge, create a spirit week, recognize a role model!

FOUNDATION BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Steve Barber, President
Howard Martin, Treasurer
Lisa Poch, Secretary
Alvino Battistoni
Joe Borgese
Michael Buczkowski
Joseph Ciffa
Bob Gauchat
Otis Glover
Mari Irwin
Mike Klima
John Lunn
Kim Rich Lupkin
Urmas Lupkin
Jim Mize
Gerry Pullano
Melinda Rich, Chairperson Emeritus
Robert E. Rich, Jr., Chairperson Emeritus

National Red Ribbon Week is October 23-31

Welcome New WNY United Staff
We are excited to introduce our new staff members to you!
Please welcome:
Lisa Burgess - Ripple Effects Coach @ West Buffalo Charter School
Amanda Heftka - Prevention Specialist @ West Buffalo Charter School
Kyla Krathaus - Administrative Assistant
Tiffany McCormick - Ripple Effects Coach @ 93
Allie Rosen - Prevention Specialist @ 18 & 67

Drive Safe Tree
The Drive Safe Forest at the Hamburg Festival of Lights is home to the Drive Safe
Tree. The tree is decorated with ornaments made by local students and hung on the
tree. Each ornament represents a child’s wish that the adults in their lives refrain from
driving while impaired by alcohol, prescription medications, or any other drugs this
holiday season.
Everyone is invited to participate!
Download the informational flier and ornament!
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JACOBS SECURES $50,000 TO LAUNCH HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM TO FIGHT HEROIN EPIDEMIC
Pilot program aimed at developing skills to avoid risky behaviors
(Buffalo, NY) – New York State Senator Chris Jacobs (60th SD) announced that he has secured $50,000 in state funds to support

the implementation of a High School Student Ambassador Program in the City of Buffalo. Developed by the Independent Health
Foundation and Western New York United Against Drug and Alcohol Abuse, the pilot program is patterned after the successful
Leadership in Training (LIT) middle school program.
“As a Co-Chair of the State Senate’s Task Force on Heroin and Opioid Addiction, I cannot emphasize enough the importance
of education and peer engagement in successfully preventing our children from experimenting with drugs and other dangerous
behaviors,” said Senator Jacobs. “Our students will benefit greatly from the awareness, relationship building and decision
making skills they will develop in this program and I am extremely pleased to have secured the funding to expand it to the high
school level.”
“I would like to thank Senator Chris Jacobs for securing funds to help establish the High School Student Ambassador Program
that will develop resiliency and leaders among our youth in Buffalo by providing the appropriate resources and tools to overcome
barriers and lead healthy lifestyles,” said Michael Cropp, M.D., President & CEO, Independent Health. “A profound aspect of
this unique program is that it trains students to become ambassadors to help influence their peers to make better choices for their
health and future success.”
Leaders in Training is a leadership and life skill development program developed more than 20 years ago by WNY United
Against Drug & Alcohol Abuse. Through this program, students participate in conferences, an intensive summer program,
retreats, and school-based activities. Approximately 120 students are trained each summer to become leaders and ambassadors in
their schools.
For the past five years, Independent Health has partnered with Western New York United Against Drug & Alcohol Abuse on its
Leadership in Training middle school program to develop a healthy ambassadors program in which middle school students are
trained to educate elementary school students about the Fitness for Kids Challenge.
“It’s been a long time goal of WNY United to expand the Leadership in Training program to High School. We are so grateful to
Senator Jacobs for his insight and support and to the Independent Health Foundation for working with us to meet this goal,” said
Beth Anzalone, Executive Director of WNY United Against Drug and Alcohol Abuse. “Thank you also Medaille College for
hosting the LIT program here on the college campus. We are excited to engage young High School students to help prevent risky
behaviors and provide them with opportunities to learn essential leadership and life skills.”
The concept behind the high school pilot program is to highlight the resiliency of youth to overcome obstacles and avoid risky
behaviors. The development phase will run approximately twelve months, and will consist of alumni from the middle school
program identifying and addressing risk factors they encounter in their daily lives, including unhealthy behaviors in their
schools, homes and communities. The implementation phase will begin in July 2019 and consist of a five to six week summer
training program focusing on self-awareness, self-management, decision-making, relationship skill development and social
awareness.
“The High School Student Ambassador Program will bridge the gap between Middle School Leadership awareness and real adult
leadership and management skills,” said Dr. Will Keresztes, BPS Chief of Intergovernmental Affairs, Planning, and Community
Engagement. “The District is grateful to Senator Jacobs and our partnering agencies in bringing leadership training full circle as
we help to develop our students into strong and engaged citizens of Buffalo.”
Some of the goals associated with the pilot program include the encouragement of lifelong resiliency and coping mechanisms,
empowering student ambassadors to provide support and take action in their local communities, and building a network to
connect their classmates to appropriate resources and activities for healthy behaviors. Program partners will conduct research,
collect data and measure improved outcomes in an effort to establish evidence based curriculum going forward.
“The Independent Health Foundation looks forward to the success and growth of this program through the training of peer
advocates to help improve the health and lives of high school students in partnership with Western New York United Against
Drug & Alcohol Abuse and Buffalo Public Schools,” said Carrie Meyer, Executive Director, Independent Health Foundation.
###
Watch the press conference here!

Faith Community Hosted an Event to Help Educate About Addiction
WNY United’s Community Mobilization Specialist, Sue Boyle, has been working with faith leaders for several years now
who are eager to help families impacted by the addiction epidemic but lacked understanding of the disease, its causes,
its treatment, its impact on family and friends and the need for ongoing support through recovery. “Clergy and lay
volunteers were doing their best to help family, friends and parishioners who were struggling daily under the weight of
problems caused by drug and alcohol abuse, and they were asking for help,” says Boyle.
As a result, WNY United partnered with faith community stakeholders to provide information and take action to mount
a pastoral response to addiction. We have educated hundreds of clergy and lay volunteers through pastoral response
events. This past year we helped the Catholic Diocese of Buffalo recruit and educate 70 volunteer advocates to take
action on the local level. And we have joined forces with the founders of the Sparks of Hope Recovery Center and
Faith Leaders Coalition to mount an ecumenical effort to prevent, facilitate early intervention and support families and
individuals through recovery.
On September 22, 2018, at Christ the King Seminary, a team that included Deacons, the Diocesan offices of Pro-Life and
Family Life Ministries, the Samaritan Counseling Center and WNY United presented a workshop designed to inform clergy
and lay volunteers about addiction, how it impacts families and to explore the church’s role in bringing help, healing and
peace to our communities. This workshop is the third in a series of annual workshops that WNY United has co-hosted for
the faith community.
The workshop was attended by more than 60 people from throughout the diocese of Buffalo and included both clergy
and laity. Dr. Richard Blondell spoke about the importance of prevention and treatment of addiction. Dr. Paul Updike
spoke about the medical and spiritual aspects of recovery. And the Samaritan Counseling Center educated attendees
about family systems. The entire event, including lunch, was available to participants free of charge, thanks to the
generous sponsorship of The John Russell Paslaqua Memorial Fund of the Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Buffalo.
“Participants left the workshop with good information. They were armed with handouts, phone numbers and websites
that will help them understand the disease, its prevention and how they can connect their community and individuals with
local resources.” says Boyle. “They were also able to speak with other people who are working in their area to fight
addiction. Everyone I spoke with was eager to share resources and support one another’s efforts.”
As a result of attending this workshop, we are hopeful that several churches in our area will be celebrating National
Red Ribbon Week at church on Sunday, October 28, 2018. Sue has sent an email to participants outlining the steps
that need to take place for that to happen and offering both WNY United’s support and the support of others who have
participated in Red Ribbon events in recent years.
For more information, please contact: Sue Boyle at sboyle@wnyunited.org or call 716-821-7722. Pictures from the day.

Sheriff’s Corner

It’s officially Fall, which means Halloween is right around the corner. The Erie County Sheriff’s
Office has put together a few safety tips to consider while preparing for a fun filled night out:
- Be sure to inspect all items prior to allowing your children to consume anything. This is also a good
time to discuss the dangers of drugs, and how they can be packaged and misconstrued as candy.
- Regardless of age children should never go alone. Be sure to discuss the importance of staying in
groups. They should always stay in well lit areas (no short cuts through woods etc,) and never enter
an unknown persons home.
-Lastly if you plan on having a few drinks, keep in mind there are a lot of children walking the streets
so be sure you have a plan that’s safe for everybody.
Hope everyone has a happy and safe Halloween!
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So what does it mean to be a “Partner” with WNY United?
WNY United is proud to partner with the 11 Buffalo Public Schools and 4 suburban districts and One Charter School.
Now that we are partners, the work really begins.
A trained Prevention Specialist is assigned to a school district or building for the entire school year! They spend 2-4
days a week depending on the school size to deliver our curriculum in grades K-6. Kindergarten - 4th Grade receives
Too Good For Violence, 5th Grade receives Building Skills, 6th Grade receives Too Good for Drugs. Each curriculum
is evidence based and at the end of the school year, all data is tabulated and analyzed to determine each program’s
effectiveness. These curriculum are based on social skill development that teach students social skills such as goal setting,
decision making, assertiveness, peaceful conflict resolution, and resistance skills.
In select partner schools we also offer the Ripple Program, Mentoring, and Leaders in Training. Click here to learn more.

2018-2019 School Partners
Buffalo Public Schools
18 - Dr. Antonia Pantoja Community School of Excellence
27 - Hillery Park Elementary
43 - Lovejoy Discovery School
45 - International School
67 - Discovery School
72 - Lorraine Elementary
74 - Hamlin Park School
80 - Highgate Heights Elementary
89 - Lydia T. Wright School of Excellence
93 - Southside Elementary
95 - Waterfront
Lake Shore Central Schools
Anthony J. Schmidt Elementary
Highland Elementary
John T. Waugh Elementary
Lake Shore Middle School

Frontier Central Schools
Big Tree Elementary
Blasdell Elementary
Cloverbank Elementary
Pinehurst Elementary
Frontier Middle School
Hamburg Central Schools
Armor Elementary
Boston Valley Elementary
Charlotte Avenue Elementary
Union Pleasant Elementary
Hamburg Middle School
Maryvale Union Free School District
Maryvale Primary School
Maryvale Intermediate School
Maryvale Middle School

West Buffalo Charter School
Allie Rosen - BPS 18 & 67
Amanda Heftka - West Buffalo Charter School
Hannah Rich - BPS 93
Jenna Cavallaro - BPS 27
Joe Olgin - BPS 80, 89 & 45
Julie Kilmer - Lake Shore Central

Julie Schaefer - Frontier Central
Lori Brown - Maryvale UFSD
Ryan Hart - BPS 74, 95 & 45
Sarah Holsopple - Hamburg Central
Samantha Zappala - BPS 72 & 43

Who are we? WNY United Against Drug & Alcohol Abuse, Inc. is a grass roots initiative designed to increase awareness,
educate & mobilize area residents to participate in proven strategies to prevent substance abuse. We actively promote healthy
choices. Funded by the New York State Office of Alcoholism & Substance Abuse Services through the Erie County Department of
Mental Health. Additional funds provided by the United Way of Buffalo & Erie County, the Rich Family Foundation, the John R.
Oishei Foundation, the WNY United Foundation & private contributions.
Member of Px21, the Erie County Prevention Alliance, WNY Chemical Dependency Consortium and Erie County Opiate Task
Force.
WNY United Digest is published electronically three times a year.
We encourage community members to submit important dates and story ideas!
Send to: Kate Chudoba, Editor, by email at kchudoba@wnyunited.org.

