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From Our Board President
In 1986, when WNY United Against Drug and Alcohol Abuse was founded, the Grammy-Award winning
Song of the Year was a multi-artist recording of “That’s What Friends Are For.” The song’s lyrics aptly
reflect the support WNY United provides our community’s children and youth in empowering them to
live fulfilling, successful lives regardless of the unique—and often overwhelming—challenges they face.
Since the inception of WNY United, the experiences and messages our children encounter have changed
dramatically. Today, technology provides them with a virtually inescapable barrage of news about school
shootings, mass terrorist attacks, suicides, political and racial conflicts, and more. In our own region,
too many children and youth also experience the multiple traumas related to poverty and the opioid
epidemic. For example, in the city of Buffalo, half of our young children live below the poverty line, with
daily anxiety about food, shelter, and basic needs. Given this, it should come as no surprise that local
research shows an increase in suicide ideation, hard drug use, bullying, and feelings of fear and insecurity
among our young population.
This is why the work of WNY United is so critical. Thousands of children and youth in our community depend upon the agency’s
programs to provide hope, support, and positive guidance to live happy, fulfilling, and purposeful lives. The lyrics to “That’s What
Friends Are For” remind us that—in a world which can seem frightening and uncertain—our young ones can turn to WNY
United to become resilient and empowered, with the self-awareness, confidence and life skills they need to avoid substance
abuse, addiction, and other forms of self-harm:
“Keep smiling, keep shining,
Knowing you can always count on me, for sure.
That’s what friends are for.
For good times and bad times,
I’ll be on your side forevermore.
That’s what friends are for!”
On behalf of the Board of Directors and our entire community, I thank and applaud the entire WNY United team of staff,
volunteers, and regional partners who share this message with our children and youth through their daily work. By fostering
resilience and leadership skills, WNY United is a friend to our children and youth—and a true asset to our community.
Sincerely,

Gerry Pullano

From Our executive director
To all our partners, school personnel, community members and donors,
Thank you for who you are to us! As you read through these next few pages, I hope you will learn more
about the agency and our accomplishments in 2017.
For the last 20 plus years I have had the privilege of being the Program Director at WNY United! As I sit in a
new and different chair this year, I am humbled and challenged by the work we do in the field of substance
abuse prevention!
Our goal at WNY United is to help students, their families and their communities reach their full potential.
We do that by providing them with the latest research and best practices in drug & alcohol prevention
education.
It has always been my belief that people, no matter what adverse or challenging situation they face, will
rise above, rebound or adapt to that particular situation. If we can provide them with the skills they need,
our hope is, they will be able to navigate those tough situations.
Our programming has been designed to do just that! We believe that everyone can and will be successful given the right opportunity
and resources. Our commitment to improving students’ emotional and social competencies, reducing negative behaviors and
promoting positive and healthy life choices ensure these children and their families are given a fair opportunity to learn skills
necessary to navigate the world around them. We want our students to be successful. They are our future!
Our work is multifaceted. This past year, 20 staff members worked hard to reach 8,663 children in classrooms grades K through 7th
grade. In our communities we have reached 571 parents through our Parent Forums. This important event helps provide parents
with proven strategies to talk with their children about the dangers of drugs and alcohol as well as information on social media.
We have worked hard with our partners in the Buffalo Public Schools, Frontier Central, Lake Shore and Cleveland Hill School
districts and our new partners Maryvale UFSD and Hamuburg Central to provide the necessary curriculum and information to
their students and parents.
Our partnership with Medaille College has been crucial in our Summer Leaders In Training Program. Our relationship with the
Erie County Sheriff’s Department and Consumers’ Beverages has helped us with educating members of our local communities
about underage drinking. We are proud of the work we do and will remain committed to these efforts to improve our communities.
We want to thank our Board of Directors who have guided us through this first year of my leadership. We want to thank our
funders and friends from all levels of government, we could not fulfill our goals without your support. It is with a grateful heart,
that we thank everyone who has supported our efforts this past year. It is with your support and encouragement that our children
will not be part of a heart breaking statistic of drug addiction.
Sincerely,
Beth Anzalone, CPP
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lifeskill educators
WNY United services are offered as a multi-component prevention package
to schools that willingly enter into our partnership agreement. Any school
district in Erie County is eligible for consideration.

2017 Partner Schools
Cleveland Hill UFSD

Our programs are comprehensive and sustained throughout the entire
school year; evidence based and designed to foster the development of
healthy, capable young people, fully prepared to reach their highest potential,
academically and in their life. All programming is fully evaluated annually
on a partner by partner basis.

Frontier Central School District

Research shows that we can help students avoid drugs and make better
decisions by strengthening their abilities to interact in social settings. WNY
United’s skilled Prevention Specialists bring research-based programming
in these social competencies direct to the classroom. Approximately 8,500
students every year have the opportunity to receive valuable lessons about
stress management, conflict resolution, drug abuse and much more. To date,
our programs have reached more than half a million young people.
The following model programming was provided in the 2017 partner
classrooms:

•

Too Good for Violence (Grades K-4): 5,724 students served

•

Building Skills (Grade 5): 1,365 students served

•

Too Good for Drugs (Grade 6): 1,574 students served

Hamburg Central School District
Lake Shore Central School District
Maryvale UFSD
Buffalo Public Schools:
#18 Dr. Antonia Pantoja
#19 Native American Magnet
#27 Hillery Park Elementary
#43 Lovejoy Discovery
#67 Discovery
#69 Houghton Academy
#72 Lorraine Elementary
#74 Hamlin Park
#80 Highgate Heights
#89 Lydia T. Wright
#93 Southside Elementary
#95 Waterfront Elementary

Behavior modifiers
The Ripple Effects Program is an interactive, computer-based intervention for students that is designed to enhance
social-emotional competencies that improve outcomes such as mental health and classroom behaviors. Utilizing a
cognitive-behavioral approach, the program contains over 400 independent tutorials that can be used to personalize
the program based on each student’s particular needs.
Delivered in partnership with the Mental Health Association, Ripple focuses on students in 1st - 5th grade to reduce the
dysfunctional behaviors that act as barriers to learning and put students at increased risk for future substance abuse.
The program was delivered to students in BPS schools #27 and #93 by a Ripple Coach in each building.
Statically students had significant improvements in areas such as emotional management, peer pressure/bullying,
conflict/aggression, communication/listening, friendship making, self/impulse control, honesty/responsibility and
attention/following instructions.
The 2017 Ripple Effects Program was made possible by the John R. Oishei Foundation, Buffalo Public Schools and the
United Way.
The Mentoring and Academic Support Program (MAS) is a multi-session, academic enhancement/mentoring program
that focuses on individual 3red - 8th grade students in selected schools. Academic Mentors utilize “push in” and “pull
out” methods to deliver services which center around the use of Ready Practice booklets to improve students’ abilities
to succeed on NYS Standards test. The program is tailored to each individual students’ academic needs.
This program is funded by the United Way and was offered at BPS #93 to 101 students who receive an average of 17
sessions. An analysis of academic results showed a strong level of consistent program effects in terms of academic
improvement in Math, ELA, Problem Solving, and Bonding to School.

120 STUDENTS FROM BPS #27 AND #93 SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED THE RIPPLE PROGRAM. OF
THESE 120 STUDENTS, 85% IMPROVED IN AT LEAST ONE TARGETED BEHAVIORAL AREA AND 40%
IMPROVED IN ALL TARGETED BEHAVIORAL AREAS.
205 STUDENTS RECEIVED THE MAS (Mentoring & Academic Support) PROGRAM WITH THE
ANALYSIS NOTING STATISTICALLY SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENTS BETWEEN PRE AND POST
TESTING IN ELA, MATH AND PROBLEM SOLVING

Leaders in training
Leaders in Training (LIT) is a leadership and life skill development program for selected middle school students from active
partner buildings. Sixth grade students are recruited each spring by Prevention Specialists, based on recommendations
from administrators, teachers and counselors. Those students complete an intensive five week summer program at
Medialle College, focusing in academic skills and a variety of social skills.
Over the course of seventh and eighth grade years, the students continue their leadership development by completing
several community service projects within their schools or communities and attend conferences, trainings and retreats.
At the end of their eighth grade year, they return to Medaille College to attend the LIT Graduation ceremony.
In 2017 97 seventh grade students successfully completed Summer LIT followed by a range of guided service learning
projects during the school year. 80 eighth grade LIT students continued with their leadership development with
service learning projects and graduated from the program. Some of the projects that our LIT Students spearheaded this
year were cards and blankets for children at Children’s Hospital, Career Exploration with Rich Products, various Red
Ribbon activities in their schools, Letters to the Troops, SPCA Wish List donations, working in their school community
gardens, and fundraising for many different charities and causes.
Thanks to the partnership with the Independent Health Foundation and their specialized training, students were also
able to act as Wellness Ambassadors in classrooms for younger students teaching the 5-2-1-0 Program.
The 2017 program analysis indicates significant improvement in a variety of social skills particularly critical to avoiding
dysfunctional behaviors such as problem solving and goal setting.
The summer Leaders In Training is made possible by the generosity of Medaille College for classroom space and Buffalo
Public Schools and Lake Shore Central Schools for the transportation of the students.

Environmental influencers
Researchers have found that the most effective prevention interventions are those that incorporate individual social
skill development and environmental approaches.
Community wide prevention strategies create environments that promote healthy choices, discourage problem
behaviors and support school based programming. The most effective environmental approaches combine public
awareness, policy change and law enforcement.
We are fortunate to work closely with the Erie County Sheriff’s Office (ECSO) on public education programming,
underage drinking laws, training for bartenders, community coalition support and targeted increases in DWI patrols.

In partnership with the ecso, the following was
provided in 2017:
• 12 off-premise & 14 on-premise alcohol outlet TIPS trainings
for those responsible for serving, sales, & consumption of
alcohol
• Drug Disposal Kiosks - installation, maintenance and
publicity of the kiosks for pharmaceuticals and needles OVER 13,000 pounds of drugs were retrieved and destroyed
• 4 months of increased DWI surveillance during prom and
holiday seasons
• Over 600,000 impressions through social media in
promoting the TIPS line and the risks to serving minors
• Underage Drinking Billboards - 30 locations throughout
Erie County
• 8 electronic mailings of the Underage Drinking Newsletter
to over 2,000 subscribers per mailing
• #NotAMinorProblem - 100,000 stickers and 20,000 neck
ringers distributed through Consumer’s Beverages locations
• Parent Drug Awareness Forums to 571 parents on signs and
symptoms of drug & alcohol use, dangers of social media
and legal repercussions if adults allow underage drinking
• 4 articles on underage drinking in local newspapers each
reaching at least 2,500 residents
• 4 coalitions working to deter underage drinking

2017 Friends of Prevention
Nicole Bycina
Linda Dansa
Claudine Ewing (not present)
Anna Jaremko
Francine Needham
Jack Schuyler
Leona Soule
Dave Brown, Posthumously

Community engagement
Every year in October, WNY United leads communities and schools in the national Red Ribbon Week Campaign. We
invite area schools to participate during the week with themed activities, rallies, parades and banners. Students in K-5
can participate in the coloring activity and 6-8 submit a photo of themselves participating in something healthy. Every
entry earns the student a ticket to the Red Ribbon Game which is held in the Spring, where we honor the Friends of
Prevention.
This year the Prevention Specialists worked with their LIT Students to help organize the week, which included entire
schools signing the Pledge Banner. They read the morning announcements and gave facts about substance abuse as
well as organizing special events during this week. A few events that took place were: Assembly at Maryvale Primary,
Assembly & Game Show at Maryvale High School, Parade at Blasdell Elementary, and a Parade at BPS #67.
Thanks to a generous donation from Evans Bank, WNY United was back to the Festival of Lights again with the Drive
Safe Tree and Forest as well as the Healthy Choices Art & Poetry Contest. A 10-foot tree was decorated with handmade
ornaments from children all over the region that represented their wish that the adults in their lives refrain from
driving while impaired by alcohol, prescription medications, or any other drugs during the holiday season. Ornaments
were available at the Festival of Lights so festival goers could decorate and hang on the tree as well.
In May a new partnership launched with Consumer’s Beverages, Erie County Sheriff’s Office and WNY United to help
curb underage drinking in the area. The #NotAMinorProblem campaign was launched in all the Consumer’s Beverages
locations. Over 20,000 neck ringers were placed on bottles and 100,000 stickers were placed on cases of alcohol. This
campaign is geared towards anyone over 21 who may purchase alcohol for minors and to educate them about the laws
and dangers of underage drinking.

Our bottom line
2017 income chart

2017 Expenses chart

2017 Revenue
State Grants --$1,026,968
Program Fees --$33,436
Contributions --$172,310

2017 expenses
Salaries -- $562,922
Administrative -- $136,075
Contracted Program Services -- $161,718
Employee Benefits - $147,927
Supplies -- $68,584
Miscellaneous -- $85,039
Rent - $34,115
Travel -- $14,433
Conferences/Meetings -- $9,069

WNY United foundation
In 1993, the WNY United Foundation was formed to support the organization’s mission. The Foundation works to fund
raise much-needed dollars and to increase the visibility of WNY United year round.
2017 marked the 13th Annual Robert E. Rich Memorial Drive Against Drugs Golf Tournament. It was held on August
7th at the Brierwood Country Club in Hamburg. The 119 guests and volunteers helped us honor the memory of Robert
E. Rich, Sr., the founder of Rich Products Corporation and an avid golfer. Over 80 local companies came together to
either sponsor or donate to the event. W. H. Greene and Associates were the gold sponsor for the seventh straight year.
The event was a successful tournament raising over $17,000 in revenue for the WNY United Foundation.
Drive Against Drugs owes it success to the 2017 Co-Chairs John Lunn and Bob Gauchat and the rest of the planning
committee: Steve Barber, Alvino Battistoni, Kate Chudoba, Mike Klima, Urmas Lupkin, Jim Mize, and Dan Sarzynski.

Donors
21st Century Concept Salon & Day Spa, Adam’s Mark Hotel & Event Center, Adams Rib Restaurant, Adriana
Anzalone, Albright-Knox Art Gallery, Alethea’s Chocolates, Alvino Battistoni, Al-Will Auto Supply, Anderson’s, Andy
Neyman,Anthony Day, Aurora Vazquez, Bacchus, Bickles, Bison Bag, Bison Scaffolding, Bob Gauchat, Bob Rich III, Bob-OLink Golf Club, Bomi Jewelers,Bonnie Martin, Briarwood Manor, Brierwood Country Club, Buffalo Bills, Buffalo Bisons,
Buffalo Games, Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, Buffalo Sabres, Camp Pioneer, Chiampou Travis Besaw & Kershner LLP,
Chick-N-Pizza Works, Christian Parisi, Clarence Liquor, Consumer’s Beverages, Courier Capital Corporation, Creekview
Restaurant, Dan Kraft, Dave Papke, David Home Builders, Deborah Krystofik, Delta Sonic, Denise Fulkerson, Dennis
Evoy, Dipson Theatres, Donald Ross Sportswear, Douglas Paruta, Erie County Department of Mental Health, Erie
County Division for Youth Services, Erie County Sheriff’s PBA, Erie County Youth Bureau, Eileen’s Centerview Bakery,
Elizabeth McCuen, Empire Erectors, Eric Naegely, Erin Burch, Evans Bank, Fell & Szmania Painting Company, George’s
Hot Dog Stand, Gerry Pullano, Glen Park Tavern, Greene & Associates, Gullo’s Garden Center, Hamburg Fair Grounds,
Hamburg Palace Theatre, Heather Turner, Howard Martin, Ilio Dipalo’s, Independent Health Foundation, James
Desiderio Inc, James Przepasniak, Janet Regnet, Jason Chudoba, Jay Rich, Jeanne MacKrell, Jeffery Mietus, Jessica
Langenfeld, Jill Cumbo, Jodi Wroblewski, Joe Ciffa, John Lunn & Associates, John Lunn, Karen Moon, Karen Smith,
Kathleen Naegely, Kathleen Schuta, Kathy Deet, Kathy Moriarity, Kazoo Boutique, Key Insurance & Benefits Services,
Kim Rich Lupkin, Knab Graphics, Koehler-Gibson Marking & Graphics Inc, Kohler Awning, Laila Marchini, Lamar
Advertising, Laura White, Lauren Hackett, Lebro’s, Lehigh Construction, Linda Adams, Linda Holsopple, Lisa Hatrick,
Lois Day, Lombardos, Lori Schwartz, Mader Construction, Margaret Queen, Mari Irwin, Mark Hilbert, Medaille College,
Michael Anzalone, Mike Klima, Millennium Buffalo, Mission Ignite, MLP Plumbing & Mechanical Inc, Nathan Brozyna,
New York State OASAS, Nicole Bycina, Nicole Jones, Nino’s Pizza, Norine Jones, Oliver’s Restaurant, OnCore Golf, OvittCormier Investment Group, Pallet Services Inc, Palo Alto Networks, Phillips Lytle LLP, Pizza Del Aureo’s, Pizza Plant
Italian Pub, Premium Coffee Roasters, Quackenbush Co., Rich Family Foundation, Rich Products Corporation, Rocco’s
Pizza, Roger Bohn, Ron Whipple, RP Oak Hill Building, Rupp Baase Pfalzgraf Cunningham LLP, Russell’s Steak Chops
& More, Sahlen’s, Salvatore’s, Saperston, Sarah Barber, Scott Southerland, Sgroi Financial, Sharon McCormick, Siena,
Solar Liberty, Stephen Rich, Steve Barber, Suzanne Ehlers, Synergy & HP Advertising, Taffy’s, The Bonadio Group, The
Buffalo Brewpub, The John R. Oishei Foundation, The Melting Pot, The Place, Tim Horton’s – Buscarino Family, TryIt Distributing, Uncle Joe’s Diner, Uniland Development Corp, United Way of Buffalo & Erie County, Urmas Lupkin,
Wegmans, West Herr Automotive Group, all the donors who support us anonymously or through the United Way
Giving Program.

Thank You!
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Gerald Pullano, President
Andrew Neyman , Treasurer
Denise Fulkerson, Secretary
Brian Chella
Patrick Fitzgerald
Otis Glover
Sheriff Timothy Howard
Carrier Meyer
Mary Lou Montanari
Mary Ellen Mulvey
Dan Sarzynski
Reginald Burt

Steve Barber, President
Howard Martin, Treasurer
Lisa Poch, Secretary
Alvino Battistoni
Michael Buczkowski
Joe Ciffa
Bob Gauchat
Otis Glover
Mike Klima
John Lunn
Kim Rich Lupkin
Urmas Lupkin
Jim Mize

The mission of WNY United is to increase awareness, educate and mobilize a broad cross section of individuals and
groups to participate actively in proven strategies to prevent substance abuse. WNY United is a primary substance
abuse prevention and education agency designed to train and mobilize local schools and communities to implement
evidence-based strategies that prevent the abuse of alcohol, tobacco and other dangerous drugs. Utilizing the latest
prevention technology, we offer comprehensive, sustained prevention services to high-risk schools and communities that
willingly enter into long-term partnership agreements with our agency to foster the development of healthy, capable
young people.

